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office he surely would not have entertained such a qualm. A psychological dilemma such as that would be more appropriate to a boy at school awaiting some special reward, than to a man of destiny, awaiting the government of an empire. That such an attitude should be presented to the premiership was a grave reflection on the office, on the modern statesman, and on Lord Curzon's conception of political leadership. It was because Lord Curzon had an unreal attitude to an unreal life that his masquerade had somewhere to break down. An over-sophisticated undergraduate or a middle-class Scot careering in English politics might be self-conscious over taking office; a real leader would be so absorbed with power that he would ignore office. Ideas of embarrassment would never arise. Lord Curzon had once clashed with a great man when Lord Kitchener was in India. He was too great an individualist, and a Liberal at heart cannot permanently be disguised in a cloak of ermine.
The truth of the situation was that the crisis in industry was too near at hand to be entrusted to Lord Curzon -All the ability in the world would not have made the manners of a Versailles aristocrat congenial to the  disgruntled working classes.   Behind this rather painful truth the argument about the House of Lords was somewhat thin.  Actually people in the clubs and on the streets spoke of the difficulties that would arise from a Prime Minister in the Upper House.   Doubtless the King was impressed by the fact that the Labour Party was not represented in their lordships' House. In the main, however, the fact that people talked nonsense to avoid the truth did not make what they said sense. That there was any convention that forbade a Prime Minister to be a peer was a mere figment of some mad democratic belief.   Such an idea would be dispelled at once if a leader ever arose in the last free assembly of our over-systematised government.   It was a pity that Lord Curzon had himself contributed to this misconception. He had once joined a trio of elder sons in a deliberate